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Executive of the Year – 
Companies with market cap >$10bn

This Scrip Award is designed to acknowledge excellence in the 
leadership of larger pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies.

JOHN MARAGANORE, CEO OF ALNYLAM PHARMACEUTICALS
John Marganore has fostered a culture of innovation and risk-taking 
since he co-founded Alnylam in 2002. This year the company launched 
the second ever RNAi therapy, Givlaari (givosiran), and expansion of 
the first, Onpattro (patisiran) into new markets. A former chair of BIO, 
he has led the industry in calling for fair, value-based drug prices, 
speaking out against biopharmas that “abuse policies aimed at fairly 
rewarding innovation.”

DAVID LEE, CEO OF SERVIER 
David Lee has laid the foundation to make Servier a player in the highly 
competitive US market. Appointed as CEO before the age of 40, he has 
worked tirelessly to strengthen Servier’s relations and reputation in the 
US and played a critical role in Servier’s acquisition of Symphogen, a 
leading antibody discovery company. Throughout the pandemic, Lee has 
ensured all members of the Servier team feel connected and safe, which 
has reduced anxiety and improved productivity. 

HUSSEINI MANJI, GLOBAL THERAPEUTIC HEAD OF NEUROSCIENCE AT 
JANSSEN R&D
Husseini Manji is a pioneer in neuroscience, leading innovation in 
treatments for people with mental illness over three decades.  Manji 
and his team are dedicated to addressing the most devastating 
neuropsychiatric and neurodegenerative diseases and he has re-
energized Janssen’s neuroscience R&D program, underscoring a 
commitment to a field many other companies have left. He oversees 
a current portfolio of 11 marketed products, 17 early- and late-stage 
development projects and 25 pre-NME candidates. 

RAJEEV VENKAYYA, PRESIDENT OF THE GLOBAL VACCINE BUSINESS 
UNIT OF TAKEDA
Rajeev Venkayya is an experienced healthcare leader, previously 
serving in the White House as the special assistant to the President for 
Biodefense and as principal author of the National Strategy for Pandemic 
Influenza. Under his leadership, Takeda reported positive Phase III 
results of its dengue vaccine candidate which has potential to transform 
the dengue landscape.  Venkayya also helped design the COVAX initiative 
to speed access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics. 

KENNETH FRAZIER, CEO OF MERCK & CO
Kenneth Frazier is one of the industry’s longest serving CEOs, having 
been appointed in 2011. He has played an important role in the 
development of Keytruda, the world’s biggest-selling cancer drug. He is 
the first African American to lead a major pharmaceutical company and 
has also become a respected voice on promoting racial equality and 
justice in the US. Frazier has called for caution in regard to the potential 
of COVID-19 vaccines, emphasizing the need to maximize their safety 
and efficacy.

PAUL STOFFELS, CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER, JOHNSON & JOHNSON
Paul Stoffels is an exceptional leader who inspires and drives 
transformational innovation as worldwide chairman of pharmaceuticals 
at J&J. He spearheads the company’s research and product pipeline 
across all sectors and has also been instrumental in leading the 
development of J&J’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate. He has been a key 
player in forging the company’s numerous external research alliances 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

WuXi AppTec’s Biotech Company 
of the Year Award 

The biotech industry’s entrepreneurial spirit and 
cutting-edge science are vital to the life sciences industry 
and the research and development of medicines in the past 
few decades. This award honors outstanding achievement by 
biotech companies over the qualifying 12 months. 

BRIDGEBIO PHARMA 
In the last year, the company closed multiple financing rounds to 
advance its pipeline of 20 therapeutic programs and initiated its first 
New Drug Application, a rolling submission for BridgeBio subsidiary 
Origin Biosciences’ fosdenopterin (BBP-870) for molybdenum cofactor 
deficiency type A. Four other key programs will read out in the next 12 to 
18 months – acoramidis for transthyretin amyloidosis cardiomyopathy, 
low-dose infigratinib for achondroplasia, its AAV5 gene therapy for 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia and encaleret for ADH1.

CALLIDITAS THERAPEUTICS 
The Swedish biotech has made big strides in the year, successfully 
closing a $90m initial public offering on the NASDAQ, securing the 
funding to complete a Phase III study and potentially commercialize 
lead asset Nefecon, a targeted-release budesonide formulation which 
is being developed for inflammatory renal disease IgA nephropathy 
(IgAN). It also acquired a majority stake in Genkyotex, adding the France-
headquartered firm’s Phase III candidate setanaxib for primary biliary 
cholangitis to Calliditas’s pipeline. 

HUTCHINSON CHINA MEDITECH 
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, Chi-Med managed to minimize 
the impact on its operations in Hong Kong and China. It has eight cancer 
drug candidates currently in clinical studies, led by surufatinib for 
pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors and savolitinib for the treatment of 
non-small cell lung cancer with MET Exon 14 skipping mutations. The 
company has an extensive commercial infrastructure in its home market 
of China, where it sells Eli Lilly-partnered cancer therapy 
Elunate (fruquintinib).

IONIS PHARMACEUTICALS 
Already benefitting from three approved drugs – Spinraza, Tegsedi and 
Waylivra – the company has made significant progress across its pipeline 
in the last year across a variety of therapeutic areas, such as pulmonary 
and cardiovascular disease, as well as in neurology. With five Phase III 
studies progressing well, Ionis, which has bought back its subsidiary 
Akcea Therapeutics, is moving closer to delivering on its target of 10 or 
more marketing applications through 2025.

PURETECH
 The last year has validated PureTech’s model for drug development and 
value creation across its wholly owned pipeline and founded entities, 
which includes over 20 products and candidates, of which two have been 
cleared by the US Food and Drug Administration. PureTech generated 
almost $350m by selling shares in affiliate Karuna Therapeutics while 
retaining a 12.8% stake, and having entered and outperformed the 
FTSE250, the company has lined up a secondary listing on the NASDAQ. 

VIR BIOTECHNOLOGY 
Vir has undergone a major transformation in the last 12 months, going 
from an early-stage biotech to a publicly held company and one of the 
leading contenders racing to hopefully bring forward multiple solutions 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The firm raised $142.9m in an initial public 
offering in October 2019 and linked up with GlaxoSmithKline this April to 
develop antibody therapies against SARS viruses; the partners have since 
put VIR-7831 (GSK4182136) into Phase III trials.
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