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Community Partnership of the Year Award, 
sponsored by Medidata Dassault

This Scrip Award is designed to acknowledge the 
numerous ways in which pharma and biotech companies 
give back to the wider community.

ABBOTT AND THE LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE FOR 
THEIR POINT OF CARE TESTING PROJECT
Abbott Laboratories has been working with the London 
Ambulance Service to introduce point-of-care testing (POCT) 
devices within an ambulance or ‘single responder’ setting. 
Their use prior to entry to hospital is helping front-line staff 
accelerate decision-making and reduce congestion, as well 
as improving patient waiting times in busy accident and 
emergency departments, and boosting efficiency in the 
healthcare system.

ASTRAZENECA, GSK AND THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
FOR SETTING UP THE CAMBRIDGE COVID-19 TEST CENTRE 
Despite diagnostics not being a part of either AstraZeneca 
or GlaxoSmithKline’s core businesses, the drug giants linked 
up with the university to set up a state-of-the-art, high-
throughput testing laboratory – the Cambridge COVID-19 Test 
Centre – to process tests on behalf of the UK Government. A 
collaborative effort by 310 volunteers meant the laboratory 
was operational after five weeks – normally such a facility 
would take six months to create.  

ORPHANPACIFIC AND ASRID COLLABORATION FOR 
JAPAN’S RARE DISEASE DAY 
CMIC Holdings’ OrphanPacific unit worked together with non-
profit group ASrid (Advocacy Service for Rare and Intractable 
Diseases) on various events in connection with Rare Disease 
Day in Japan. The activities were designed to address the 
lack of recognition for orphan drugs for rare diseases among 
medical professionals and policy makers in the country, as 
well as raising awareness among the general public.

IONIS SCHOLARSHIP FOR ALS PATIENTS IN CALIFORNIA 
Antisense specialist Ionis Pharmaceuticals established a 
$25,000 scholarship to benefit amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
patients in the greater San Diego, California area. The Ionis 
Hope Scholarship is designed to help those living with 
ALS participate in a range of physical and mental wellness 
activities, including group classes, massage therapy, 
meditation and functional movement therapy. Ionis’s ALS 
drug tofersen, which is licensed to Biogen, is currently in a 
Phase III study.

TAKEDA AND VIRGIN PULSE’S 100-DAY CHALLENGE FOR 
PATIENTS WITH BLEEDING DISORDERS
Takeda registered 1,000 patients with hemophilia and von 
Willebrand disease from eight countries to take part in the 
Virgin Pulse Global Challenge, which consists of a 100-day 
round-the-world virtual journey with a goal of improving 
health, building confidence and camaraderie. It marked the 
first time Virgin Pulse had enrolled members outside of the 
workplace into the program and participants reported that 
their general health improved, from their level of activity, 
stress and productivity to quality of sleep and diet. 

WUXI APPTEC’S NF CAMPAIGN WITH THE CHILDREN’S 
TUMOR FOUNDATION 
In May, in honor of Neurofibromatosis (NF) Awareness month 
and following US approval of AstraZeneca and Merck & Co’s 
Koselugo (selumetinib) as the first NF1 drug to treat children 
with plexiform neurofibromas, WuXi AppTec worked closely 
with the Children’s Tumor Foundation through multi-track 
webinars and awareness campaigns highlighting the rare 
disease. The initiative reached 3.5 million people across 
multiple channels.

Best Contract Research Organization – 
Full-Service Providers, sponsored by Bioclinica

This Scrip Award acknowledges the critical role that CROs 
play in drug development. This Award is for full-service providers.

CMIC
CMIC – the first Japanese clinical CRO – is involved in nearly 80% of new drug 
development and filings in the country. It offers end-to-end services that encompass 
the entire value chain of pharmaceutical companies, including drug development and 
manufacturing, clinical research and operational support, clinical site management and 
sales and marketing of pharmaceuticals. CMIC also contributes to a wide scope of health 
maintenance and enhancement measures incorporating the prophylaxis, diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases.

COVANCE
Covance, the drug development business of LabCorp, has supported or collaborated on 
more than 40% of global industry clinical trials, worked with more than 175,000 clinical 
investigators and supported all 50 top-selling drugs, including 90% of oncology drugs 
approved by the FDA in the last five years. It is the only US CRO with current GMP Phase 
I manufacturing capabilities and is decentralizing clinical trials – a fundamental shift to 
bring the trial to the patient.

ICON
In February, ICON mobilized its resources to address the COVID-19 pandemic, bringing 
significant experience in vaccine and drug development, including work on previous 
pandemics. It has supported a large number of COVID-19 trials and was quick to adapt 
services to the pandemic environment to help clients keep their trials on track. ICON also 
built its capacities with the acquisition of Symphony Clinical Research and the leading 
European medical device CRO, MedPass International. 

IQVIA
This market-leading CRO has been leveraging its expertise to help clients accelerate 
development of COVID-19 treatments and vaccines, while maintaining continuity in their 
existing studies. Its artificial intelligence/machine learning capabilities, global healthcare 
datasets and best-in-class software solutions have helped clients rapidly recruit patients 
to dozens of COVID-19 trials. IQVIA has also been helping clients transition ongoing 
studies to regulator-approved decentralized trial environments to address patient safety 
needs while continuing to collect trial data.

PAREXEL
One year ago, Parexel began its strategic transformation from an early industry pioneer 
to a future-forward, innovation-driven CRO. Throughout COVID-19, it has focused on 
advancing innovation, including remote monitoring visits and decentralized trials, and 
has contributed to 70+ COVID-19 projects. Despite the pandemic, Parexel has grown 
its biotech business by 16% with industry-leading regulatory and consulting expertise. 
Lessons from COVID-19 have enabled it to accelerate timelines for study start-up from 
months to days.

PPD
In 2019, PPD served all the top 50 biopharmaceutical companies in the world and was 
involved in 66 drug approvals. Some of its recent initiatives and investments include 
early development, all phases of clinical development, peri- and post-approval, a 
novel approach to site and patient access, and comprehensive lab services via PPD 
Laboratories. These investments have enabled PPD to find innovative ways to enhance its 
capabilities, increase patient recruitment, streamline data and improve performance.

SYNEOS HEALTH
Syneos Health is the only end-to-end biopharma product development organization in the 
world. In 2019-2020, it introduced new and evolved offerings to meet customer needs, 
including its Syneos One product development model, dynamic FSP solution and field 
programs designed ensure successful commercialization. At the start of 2020, Syneos 
Health had a record new business pipeline in clinical solutions and had announced two 
strategic wins with top 20 pharma since Q3 2019.

WORLDWIDE CLINICAL TRIALS
With 55% organic sales growth in 2019, Worldwide Clinical Trials balances scientific rigor 
with operational expertise and commercial intelligence for successful drug development. 
Worldwide’s teams work to identify and solve even the smallest challenges before they 
become major roadblocks. Its global experience, paired with real-time data transparency 
and technology-enabled workflows, help its sponsor clients leverage the most 
advantageous population pools to generate the best possible clinical trial data.
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