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Best Partnership Alliance 

Scrip’s Best Partnership Alliance Award recognizes the importance 
of pharmaceutical and/or biotech companies working together to 
develop new medicines.

AMGEN, ASTRAZENECA, GSK AND JANSSEN FOR THE UK BIOBANK 
WHOLE GENOME SEQUENCING PROJECT 
A consortium of the four industry partners, with support from the UK 
government and the Wellcome Trust, came together to undertake 
the world’s largest genetics project which aims to complete the whole 
genome sequencing of 500,000 participant samples stored within 
the UK Biobank. In 2001, the first genome was published and took 
approximately 10 years to sequence. This project will sequence 500,000 
genomes in only four years.

ASTRAZENECA AND SILENCE THERAPEUTICS FOR SIRNA TREATMENTS 
FOR CV, RENAL, METABOLIC AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES 
In March, the companies agreed to collaborate to achieve targeted 
delivery of small interfering RNA molecules to the liver and other tissues 
including heart, kidney and lung. They will work on five targets within the 
first three years of the collaboration, with AstraZeneca having the option 
to extend the deal to a further five targets. Silence will receive $60m 
upfront, plus a $20m equity investment and up to $400m in milestone 
payments for each target, plus tiered royalties.

BAYER AND ARVINAS FOR A PROTEOLYSIS-TARGETING CHIMERA 
(PROTAC) PACT
Bayer and Arvinas forged an innovative partnership that spanned two 
industries. The deal will leverage Arvinas’ novel PROTAC protein degrader 
technology to develop therapeutics for patients with cardiovascular, 
oncological and gynaecological diseases. In addition, Bayer and Arvinas 
jointly launched a new company, Oerth Bio, to leverage the technology 
for agricultural applications. The financial terms included over $110m in 
upfront cash, committed funding and an equity investment by Bayer 
in Arvinas.

GILEAD SCIENCES AND GALAPAGOS’S WIDE-RANGING 10-YEAR R&D 
DEAL 
What started out as a limited partnership in 2015 has become a major 
collaboration. Eschewing traditional M&A, Gilead made a $3.95bn 
upfront payment and $1.1bn equity investment, getting access to 
Galapagos’s drug discovery platform and current and future pipeline 
outside of Europe, including the JAK inhibitor filgotinib, recently 
approved in the EU and Japan for rheumatoid arthritis. The innovative 
alliance also included a standstill guarantee Gilead would not move to 
acquire Galapagos over a 10-year period.

IFM THERAPEUTICS AND NOVARTIS TARGETING THE CGAS/STING 
PATHWAY 
In September 2019, IFM closed its third major transaction in three 
years, and second in a row with Novartis. The partnership is with the 
IFM Due subsidiary, which focuses on the cGAS/STING pathway to treat 
inflammatory and autoimmune diseases. Novartis bought an option that 
could be exercised in 2021 to acquire the subsidiary at terms that would 
bring IFM Due up to $840m including upfront and milestone payments.

ROCHE AND ARRAKIS THERAPEUTICS FOR AN RNA-TARGETED DRUGS 
COLLABORATION 
In the first partnership signed by the company, Arrakis is to apply its 
RNA-targeted small-molecule technology to Roche-specified targets 
covering its primary focus areas – oncology, immunology and infectious 
disease, and neuroscience and rare diseases. The Waltham, MA-based 
firm received an upfront fee of $190m in cash and is eligible to receive 
preclinical, clinical, commercial and sales milestone payments and 
royalties for any resulting products.

Innovation Award

This category celebrates the outstanding scientific or 
technological breakthroughs that have the potential to be 
transformative in the discovery or development of new medicines.

ACHILLES THERAPEUTICS’ CLONAL NEOANTIGEN T-CELLS (CNET) 
FOR CANCER 
Tumor-associated targets represent an improvement over 
chemotherapy but they may not be present on every tumor, and can 
also be present in healthy tissue. Achilles’ approach is to target clonal 
neoantigens – which are present on all a patient’s cancer cells, but 
absent from healthy tissue – with a T-cell therapy. Targeting multiple 
clonal neoantigens reduces the risk of new mutations and resistance and 
allows individualised treatments to specifically target tumors.

ALMAC’S CLARAT GENE EXPRESSION REPORT
The value of RNA-Seq alongside DNA mutation in stratified medicine is 
slowly being realized and Almac is hoping to provide further proof of its 
importance with claraT, a potential disruptor in this space. Interpreting 
and understanding RNA-Seq data is time consuming and complex – 
claraT helps cancer researchers by providing a concise, easy to interpret 
report of gene expression signatures in a day, something that would 
traditionally take 12 months and significant investment. 

ARVINAS’ PROTEOLYSIS TARGETING CHIMERAS (PROTAC) PROTEIN 
DEGRADATION TECHNOLOGY
Targeted protein degradation is of significant interest to the 
biopharmaceutical industry for its potential to eliminate ‘undruggable’ 
proteins, greatly expanding the number of diseases that can be treated 
by modern medicines. Arvinas’ Proteolysis Targeting Chimeras, or 
PROTAC, protein degraders harness the body’s natural protein disposal 
system to destroy disease-causing proteins, and the company was the 
first to report Phase I clinical data on targeted protein degraders 
at ASCO. 

BENEVOLENTAI’S ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF 
MORE EFFECTIVE MEDICINES
BenevolentAI’s technology allows scientists to decipher the complex 
code underlying human biology to find new ways to treat disease 
and personalize medicines. This AI-powered end-to-end approach 
should help accelerate drug discovery and bring down the cost of drug 
development, and also make it cost effective for neglected rare diseases. 
In response to COVID-19, BenevolentAI deployed its technology on 
approved drugs, identifying Eli Lilly’s Olumiant (baricitinib), which then 
entered trials.

BOUNDLESS BIO’S EXTRACHROMOSOMAL DNA (ECDNA)-TARGETING 
TECHNOLOGY FOR CANCER
Boundless Bio has made great strides in understanding the foundational 
role of extrachromosomal DNA (ecDNA) in driving resistance of 
intractable cancers to targeted therapies, and is using this knowledge to 
develop therapies for ecDNA-driven cancers. ecDNA are identified with 
high frequency across many solid tumor types and thought to be one 
of the key drivers of the most aggressive cancers – specifically, those 
characterized by high copy number oncogene amplifications. 

IONIS PHARMACEUTICALS’ RNA-TARGETED THERAPEUTICS FOR 
HUNTINGDON’S DISEASE
Ionis is using its innovative antisense drug discovery platform technology 
to develop a potentially breakthrough disease-modifying treatment of 
Huntington’s disease (HD), tominersen. The drug is designed to reduce 
the production of all forms of the huntingtin (HTT) protein – the genetic 
cause of HD – including its mutated variant mHTT. It is the first therapy 
to reach pivotal trials targeting the underlying cause of HD and the 
lessons learned are impacting other neurodegenerative disease areas. 
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