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The biotech industry’s entrepreneurial spirit and cutting-
edge science are vital to the life sciences industry. This 
award honors outstanding achievement by biotech 
companies over the qualifying 12 months.

To find out more about attending the Scrip Awards, 
visit www.scripawards.com

This Award will honor the achievements of business 
development teams whether they are from a pharma or 
biotech company or a cross-company team responsible 
for a specific deal or collaborative project.

Over the last year, Genmab continued to advance its product pipeline 
and maintain solid financials. Sales of its first-in-class CD38 antibody 
Darzalex by partner Janssen Biotech in 2017 reached blockbuster 
status. Genmab also reported positive data for its tisotumab vedotin 
program in cervical cancer and doubled its proprietary pipeline with 
two new programs.

Genmab
This team forged a partnership between Pearl Therapeutics, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of AstraZeneca, and Avillion to co-develop the 
respiratory product PT027 for asthma in the US. What is unique 
about this partnership is that the respective contributions from each 
party and the agreed allocation of risk enabled an IFRS-compliant 
deal structure.

AstraZeneca and Avillion partnership team

Gene therapy company AveXis has published ground-breaking Phase 
I clinical results with its proprietary gene therapy AVXS-101 for the 
one-time treatment of spinal muscular atrophy, the number one 
genetic cause of infant mortality. In May, AveXis was acquired by 
pharmaceutical giant Novartis for $8.7bn – a testament to its cutting-
edge, transformative science.

AveXis

F-star made significant progress over the year both in advancing 
its pipeline of first-in-class bispecific antibodies and enriching its 
collaborations. It announced a collaboration with Merck KGaA for the 
generation of five bispecifics in immuno-oncology, and took its lead 
compound FS118 into the clinic for advanced malignancies that have 
progressed while on PD-1/PD-L1 therapy. 

F-star

Bicycle’s business development team is uniquely nimble for a company 
its size as it straddles two continents. Its key achievements over the 
past 12 months include a research collaboration with Bioverativ, and 
expanding existing alliances with AstraZeneca and Thrombogenics. It 
also started clinical development of its lead candidate BT1718 under 
its alliance with Cancer Research UK. 

Bicycle Therapeutics’ business development team

This past year has been the most successful to date for Neurocrine. It 
launched its first FDA-approved product, Ingrezza, the first and only 
drug for patients with tardive dyskinesia. Ingrezza reached net sales 
of $116.6m for the year. Total revenue for 2017 was $161m with a 
second product, elagolix,  gaining FDA approval in July.

Neurocrine Biosciences

The past year saw Bicycle Therapeutics take its first-ever Bicycle 
product into the clinic with the launch of a Phase I/IIa study of lead 
drug candidate BT1718. Following its £45m Series B financing last 
June, the clinical-stage company signed and extended collaborative 
alliances and continued to advance its portfolio of cancer therapeutics, 
including Bicycle Toxin Conjugates.

Bicycle Therapeutics

During the year, Diurnal delivered a key milestone, the EU approval 
of its first product, Alkindi, for adrenal insufficiency in infants, 
children and adolescents and subsequently launched it in Germany. 
This places Diurnal as one of a select few UK biotechnology 
companies that have successfully taken a product from concept 
through to commercialization. 

Diurnal Group

This team led Evotec into a major strategic collaboration with Sanofi 
to establish a new open innovation platform near Lyon to accelerate 
infectious disease research and development. This ground-breaking 
initiative to tackle infectious diseases has provided Evotec with 
the largest translational platform of any company in the infectious 
disease space. 

Evotec’s business development team

CinnaGen’s business development team vision is to play an impactful 
role on CinnaGen’s road to become a global biopharmaceutical 
player and increase access to high quality biologic medicines across 
the globe. The team has been engaged in various business activities, 
from M&A to technology transfer, licensing, finish product export, 
strategic partnership and alliance management.

CinnaGen’s business development team

This team’s key achievements over the past 12 months include the 
creation of its fourth asset centric vehicle, F-star Delta in partnership 
with Merck KGaA, and the sale, only 20 months after creation, of 
F-star Gamma to Denali Therapeutics for an upfront payment of 
$24m with contingent additional milestones up to $447m.

F-star’s business development team

The aligned business development teams of Rentschler Biopharma, 
Rentschler Fill Solutions and Leukocare offer drug substance 
development and production, fill and finish services, plus 
formulation development. This enables best-in-class formulation 
development, considered at every step of the biopharmaceutical 
development and manufacturing process “from gene to vial”, a 
unique offering in the biomanufacturing space.

Rentschler Biopharma/Leukocare alliance business 
development team
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