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• Dr. Azra Raza is the Chan Soon-Shiong Professor of Medicine and 
Director of the MDS Center at Columbia University in New York. 

• Previously, she was the Chief of Hematology-Oncology and the Gladys 
Smith Martin Professor of Oncology at the University of Massachusetts. 

• Dr. Raza is considered an international authority on pre-leukemia (MDS) 
and acute leukemia and is one of those rare physician-scientists who 
divide their time equally between caring for patients and supervising a 
state-of-the-art basic research lab which is well-funded by multiple 
large grants. 

• In 1984, Dr. Raza started collecting blood and marrow samples on her 
patients. Now, her Tissue Bank, the largest and oldest in the country 
with >60,000 samples, is considered a unique national treasure.

Dr. Raza is the author of The First Cell: And the human costs of pursuing 
cancer’s last, a book published by Basic Books in October 2019.
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• Harris Kaplan is Managing Partner of Red Team Associates and CEO of 
Healogix, a life sciences marketing research company. His resume includes 
work on the introduction of more than 100 new products including drug, 
biotech, device, and diagnostics. 

• Harris is a commercial strategist who frequently presents and authors pieces 
on how the shift from a provider to a payer and patient centric world 
impacts new product innovation. He is also an Advisor to a number of VC 
firms.

• Harris’ articles have appeared in In Vivo, Medical Marketing and Media, and 
Product Management. He has presented at numerous industry conferences 
and was nominated as one of Pharma Voice’s most inspiring people in 2011.

Red Team Associates is an asset-focused life sciences research and consulting 
firm that assists life science firms in improving their valuation by advising on 
strategic issues related to product commercialization. RTA clients include 
medical device, pharmaceutical, and diagnostic companies in the US and 
internationally.

http://redteamassociates.com/
https://healogix.com/
https://invivo.pharmaintelligence.informa.com/
https://www.mmm-online.com/
https://www.productmanagementtoday.com/
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• Helmy Eltoukhy is a co-founder and the CEO of Guardant Health, a leading 
precision oncology company with a mission to conquer cancer with data. 

• The company believes that liquid biopsy is at the center of transforming 
cancer care by unlocking data that will drive improved clinical outcomes. 

• Under his leadership, in 2014 Guardant Health launched the first 
comprehensive liquid biopsy.

• In August 2020, the company’s Guardant360 CDx became the industry’s first 
FDA approved liquid biopsy for comprehensive genomic profiling. 

• Prior to Guardant Health, Helmy co-founded Avantome to commercialize 
semiconductor sequencing to help speed up the democratization of high 
throughput DNA sequencing until its acquisition by Illumina in August 2008. 

• Helmy holds a PhD in electrical engineering from Stanford University, and was 
a post-doctoral fellow at the Stanford Genome Technology Center. 

Guardant Health is a leading precision oncology company focused on helping 
conquer cancer globally through use of its proprietary blood tests, vast data sets 
and advanced analytics. The Guardant Health Oncology Platform leverages 
capabilities to drive commercial adoption, improve patient clinical outcomes and 
lower healthcare costs across all stages of the cancer care continuum. 
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Dr. Sam Asgarian, M.D.
Chief Medical Officer,
Thrive Earlier Detection

• Sam Asgarian is Chief Medical Officer at Thrive Earlier Detection, and 
will lead medical strategy, including the integration of CancerSEEK
into routine medical care. 

• Prior to Thrive, Dr.Asgarian was vice president of CVS Health’s 
Transformation Health Product organization, where he was 
responsible for the modernization of clinical products and 
implementation of new solutions to improve consumer convenience. 

• Dr. Asgarian joined CVS as part of the Aetna acquisition, where he 
served as the Chief Medical Officer of the clinical services 
organization, overseeing medical management and clinical policy 
operations across Aetna’s commercial and Medicare businesses. 

• Dr. Asgarian holds a B.A. in molecular and cell biology from UC 
Berkeley, an M.A. in medical sciences from Loyola University Chicago, 
an M.D. from Tulane University and an MBA from Cornell University.

Thrive Earlier Detection is a healthcare company focused on 
incorporating earlier cancer detection into routine medical care to 
extend and save lives. Thrive is developing CancerSEEK, a liquid biopsy 
test that is designed to detect many cancers at earlier stages of disease.
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Cancer Molecular Dx Market Highlights
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• The molecular diagnostics market was initially limited to hematological cancers but has since expanded to include oncogene testing 
products such as HER-2, KRAS, BRAF, EGFR and BRCA, including companion diagnostics for targeted drug therapy.

• New molecular cancer markers are being discovered on a regular basis, for diseases such as prostate, lung, and colorectal cancer. 
There were over 160 oncology biomarkers approved by 2019, and more than 90% of pivotal trials involve molecular targets 
(McKinsey & Co).

• 43 companion diagnostic products for non-small cell lung cancer are in development or have reached the market, which was 
estimated to be worth around $1.35bn in 2019 (Informa's Meddevicetracker).

• Laboratory developed tests (LDT), including companion diagnostics and precision diagnostics, are driving growth in the molecular
oncology market. (>335,000 Exact Sciences Cologuard colon cancer screening tests were reimbursed for Medicare patients in 2018, 
with payments of more than $170m). 

• LDTs often migrate to commercial test platforms and IVD test kits. This trend is expected to provide ongoing stimulus for the IVD 
molecular oncology market segment (Informa’s Meddevicetracker, September 2020).

• Liquid biopsy is an investment and M&A hot spot in 2020.
• IPOs: Anpac Bio-Medical Science ($16M); Burning Rock Biotech ($223M); Genetron Health ($256M)
• Funding rounds: Freenome Series C ($270M) bringing the total funding >$500M; GRAIL Series D ($390m) bringing the total 

funding to $1.9bn; Thrive Earlier Detection Series C ($257M)
• M&A: Illumina’s $8bn GRAIL buy back; Invita’s $1.4bn acquisition of ArcherDX (ArcherDx recently announced partnerships with 

Illumina for NGS oncology testing, with Bayer for companion diagnostics, and with AstraZeneca for liquid biopsy testing).



Panel Discussion
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Q&A
Ask your burning 
questions? 



Thank You
Further Questions? 

Email Ben Comer at ben.comer@informa.com


