
In 2012, Pfizer’s blockbuster statin, Lipitor 
(atorvastatin) became the biggest selling drug 
of all time with sales of $140 billion worldwide 
since its launch in 1996. Impressively, the drug 

still brought in almost $2 billion in 2015 for Pfizer 
despite being generically available since 2011.

In 2016, the US and UK had an estimated  
97 million and 27 million cases of 

hypercholesterolemia, with prevalence  
expected to top 100 million and 30 million, 

respectively, by 2023.

$140 bn

Statins forever: Is anything set to topple this class’s mighty reign? 

Lipitor

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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33In comparison to the total number 

of drugs, the minority of products at 
the earlier stage of development are 

reformulations (9%, 14% and 14% 
for Preclinical, Phase I, and Phase II, 

respectively). At later stages  
of development, a much higher 

proportion of the pipeline is made up  
of reformulated compounds (40%, 33% 
and 100% for Phase III, Pre-Registration, 

and Registered, respectively).
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Given the abundance of HMG-Co-A reductase 
inhibitors, it appears that the pharma industry 
is sticking with the tried and tested statin class 

for the treatment of dyslipidaemia for the 
foreseeable future. Considering the track record 

of non-statin failures in this space however,  
statin therapies are likely to be a safe bet.

Top mechanisms of action for dyslipidaemia drugs in development
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