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Executive of the Year –  
Companies with Market Cap <$10bn

This Scrip Award is designed to acknowledge excellence in the 
leadership of  pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies.

China Biopharma Leadership Award

This is a new category for 2020, reflecting the rapid  
maturing of China’s biopharma sector, thanks to the 
development of homegrown biopharma companies,  
CDMOs and increasing investment in the market from  
global multinationals.

ASTRAZENECA CHINA
AstraZeneca China is ranked the number one multinational 
pharmaceutical company in China, based on 2019 sales. During 
2019/20 period, the company added four drugs to its China 
portfolio, namely roxadustat, Imfinzi, Lokelma and Bevespi 
Aerosphere. Other initiatives include the new Wuxi International 
Life Science Innovation Campus, a collaboration with the local 
government.  Finally, the company supported initiatives to 
overcome the COVID-19 pandemic and keep serving patients and its 
China manufacturing site returning to full capacity within weeks of 
the outbreak. 

BEIGENE
BeiGene was founded in 2010 and today has 3,800+ employees 
worldwide. Major progress included a collaboration to co-develop 
up to 20 Amgen oncology pipeline assets. Amgen has invested 
$2.8bn for a 20.5% stake in BeiGene, which will commercialize 
three of Amgen’s existing cancer treatments in China.  BeiGene 
secured approval for two internally developed assets: Brukinsa 
(zanubrutinib) in the US for mantle cell lymphoma and  
tislelizumab in China for Hodgkin’s lymphoma and metastatic 
urothelial carcinoma. 

HUTCHISON CHINA MEDITECH
Hutchison China Meditech (Chi-Med) laid the foundations for a new 
era in 2019, meeting multiple clinical and regulatory milestones with 
its oncology portfolio including for novel candidates surufatinib and 
savolitinib and in-licenced medicine, fruquintinib. In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic the company also led by example as 
it managed to navigate the virus’s novel societal challenges and 
minimise the impact on operations in Hong Kong and China.

I-MAB
I-Mab was founded in 2016 in Shanghai and since then has 
made progress on raising capital, building its pipeline, internal 
expertise and infrastructure. Its portfolio is generated by external 
partnerships and I-Mab’s own drug discovery laboratories. Its 
pipeline includes more than 10 clinical and pre-clinical assets, 
including an anti-CD38 antibody in clinical development. In 
response to the pandemic, an anti-GM-CSF antibody in development 
for autoimmune disorders was rapidly redirected as a potential 
treatment for patients with serious COVID-19.

LEGEND BIOTECH
Legend Biotech is a global clinical-stage biopharmaceutical 
company engaged in the discovery and development of novel cell 
therapies for oncology and other indications. The company raised 
$423.8m via an initial public offering (IPO) listing on the US NASDAQ 
exchange on 9 June 2020. This listing was one of the biggest IPOs in 
2020, and is the biggest of any China-based biotech company in the 
US to date.
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RENEE AGUIAR-LUCANDER, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF CALLIDITAS 
THERAPEUTICS
Renee Aguiar-Lucander has moved into the role of life sciences CEO from a 
background in banking and investment. In 2017, she joined then-Pharmalink 
as CEO and set out to transform the company, a small Nordic biotech, into a 
potential global commercial biopharmaceutical company. She has built a 
new strategy, recruiting the team in Europe and US, developing the clinical 
asset, preparing market access activities and driving the business forward. 

JOHN DAWSON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF OXFORD BIOMEDICA
John Dawson has been CEO of Oxford Biomedica since 2008. He has 
guided the company through a year of strong underlying growth which 
has seen partner programs more than double from nine to nineteen. 
Dawson was instrumental in securing a major new deal with Juno Therapeutics, 
a collaboration potentially worth over $227m which applies OXB’s platform 
to CAR-T and TCR-T, as well as a major extension of a commercial supply 
agreement with Novartis.

NEIL KUMAR, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF BRIDGEBIO
When Neil Kumar started BridgeBio, he had a single mission in mind: to 
build the most efficient engine for producing life-changing medicines 
for patients with genetic diseases. Since that moment five years ago, he 
has pioneered an entirely new business model for the industry, built two 
multi-billion-dollar public companies and attracted some of the brightest 
minds to join his mission. However, despite his many accomplishments, 
he always says, “This is just the start.”

STEVE PAUL CEO, PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN OF KARUNA THERAPEUTICS
Steve Paul is a leader in developing new therapies for psychiatric and 
neurological disorders. His commitment to helping psychosis and schizophrenia 
patients has built a team to change outcomes for patients worldwide. Paul 
has led the development of a novel co-formulation to treat schizophrenia 
patients with acute psychosis, called KarXT, with potential for expansion 
into areas like dementia-related psychosis. 

ONNO VAN DE STOLPE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF GALAPAGOS
Onno van de Stolpe has been at the helm of Galapagos since it was 
founded 20 years ago. Under his leadership, the company published its 
first ever Phase III results for filgotinib in rheumatoid arthritis, entered 
into a deal with Gilead worth US $3.95bn, and grew the company to 
more than 1,000 employees. Finalised in August 2019, the Gilead deal is 
an innovative 10-year partnership model which ensures Galapagos will 
remain independent.

UMANG VOHRA, MANAGING DIRECTOR AND GLOBAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER OF CIPLA
Umang Vohra has led Cipla since September 2016, and is fostering a culture 
of innovation, integrity and a focus on patient needs. Cipla is now a leader 
in respiratory, and is expanding into digital therapeutics, specialty care 
and the crusade against antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Giving back 
to society has guided Umang, and Cipla has led in the fight against COVID-19, 
ensuring equitable access and supporting communities.


