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Business Development Team of the Year

This Award will honor the achievements of business 
development teams whether they are from a pharma or biotech 
company or a cross-company team responsible for a specific 
deal.

ALMIRALL’S EXTERNAL INNOVATION AND LICENSING TEAM

Almirall is a global pharmaceutical company based in Barcelona, 
Spain. In 2014, it divested its respiratory franchise to AstraZeneca 
for up to $2bn. Since then, Almirall has made medical dermatology 
its focus, and has used external innovation and licensing to build 
its pipeline with innovative assets. Almirall licensing team identified 
and materialized four targeted transactions in 2019 –  with Dermira, 
23andMe, Wuxi Biologics and Bioniz Therapeutics – on a range of 
innovative development candidates.

ROCHE AND SPARK THERAPEUTICS’ ACQUISITION LIAISON TEAM
The acquisition of gene therapy pioneers Spark Therapeutics in 2019 
reflects Roche’s commitment to the field and its goal of being the 
leader in personalized healthcare. Spark will be retained as a wholly 
owned independent unit within Roche. The combination of Spark’s 
gene therapy expertise and Roche’s global capabilities position the 
companies to bring gene therapies to people and families living with 
genetic and other serious diseases in the future.

TAKEDA’S CENTER FOR EXTERNAL INNOVATION
In November 2019, Takeda’s Center for External Innovation 
completed its broadest oncology cell therapy deal to date: an 
exclusive licensing and research agreement with the University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center to develop chimeric antigen 
receptor-directed natural killer (CAR NK) cell therapies. The deal 
gives Takeda rights to develop and commercialize up to four 
programs, including a CD19-targeted CAR NK-cell therapy – now TAK-
007, Takeda’s lead cell therapy candidate – and a B-cell maturation 
antigen-targeted CAR NK-cell therapy. 

BEIGENE’S BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM 
BeiGene ‘s most significant deal of 2019 was the strategic 
collaboration with Amgen – a 20.5% ownership worth $2.8bn. It 
involves commercialization of three existing cancer treatments in 
China and joint development of 20 Amgen oncology assets. The 
pioneering deal structure gives BeiGene rights for each product 
approved in China for seven years, and to retain up to six pipeline 
assets for commercialization in China. 

ZAMBON’S BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Zambon is a multinational company headquartered in Italy focused 
on innovation. Zambon refined its strategic priorities in 2017 
around expanding in key therapeutic areas and geographic reach. 
In 2019, the business development team delivered the largest deal 
in Zambon’s history, the acquisition of Breath Therapeutics for up 
to €500m. This extends Zambon’s presence in severe respiratory 
diseases by adding an innovative inhalation therapy for bronchiolitis 
obliterans syndrome, a rare fatal respiratory disease, currently in 
Phase III development.

EVOX THERAPEUTICS’ BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM
The business development team at Evox Therapeutics completed 
two significant deals over the judging period. The alliance with 
Takeda is worth up to $882m, and is focused on developing up to 
five novel protein replacement and mRNA therapies. This included 
Evox’s preclinical programme in Niemann-Pick disease type C. 
The second was with Eli Lilly worth up to $1.2bn to develop RNA 
interference and antisense oligonucleotide drug payloads for 
treatment of neurological disorders. 

Licensing Deal of the Year Award 

This Scrip award recognizes that licensing is vital both 
in helping to keep pharma’s pipelines replenished and 
in generating income for smaller firms.

BEIGENE AND AMGEN FOR THE COMMERCIAL RIGHTS TO XGEVA 
(DENOSUMAB), KYPROLIS (CARFILZOMIB) AND BLINCYTO 
(BLINATUMOMAB) IN CHINA
BeiGene signed up to commercialize three Amgen oncology products in 
China, including Xgeva/Prolia (denosumab), which is already approved 
in the country, and two others – Kyprolis (carfilzomib) and Blincyto 
(blinatumomab) – which are under Phase III development in China. 
In addition, BeiGene agreed to take charge of China development 
activities for 20 Amgen preclinical molecules, setting aside $1.2bn for the 
development costs of the candidates.

IMMUNIC AND DAIICHI SANKYO FOR IMU-856 FOR DISEASES OF 
INTESTINAL BARRIER FUNCTION
In January 2020, Immunic triggered an option and paid an undisclosed 
licensing fee to get hold of IMU-856, an orally available, small-molecule 
modulator that targets a protein which serves as a transcriptional 
regulator of the intestinal barrier function. Based on preclinical data, 
Immunic believes the compound represents a potentially disruptive 
treatment approach for patients suffering from diseases like 
inflammatory bowel disease, immune checkpoint inhibitor-induced colitis 
and other intestinal barrier function associated diseases.

OXFORD BIOMEDICA WITH JUNO THERAPEUTICS (BRISTOL MYERS 
SQUIBB) FOR THE LENTIVECTOR PLATFORM IN CAR-T AND TCR-T 
ONCOLOGY PROGRAMS
In March 2020, Oxford Biomedica signed a deal with Bristol Myers 
Squibb’s Juno Therapeutics subsidiary, granting it a license to the 
UK firm’s LentiVector platform for application in CAR-T and TCR-T 
programmes in oncology. The deal, which includes a five-year clinical 
supply agreement, involved an upfront of $10m and potentially up 
to $86m upon achievement of certain development and regulatory 
milestones, plus up to $131m in sales-based milestone payments and 
an undisclosed royalty.

ROCHE AND DICERNA FOR THE SIRNA RG6346 FOR 
CHRONIC HEPATITIS B
Roche paid $200m upfront to access Dicerna’s small interfering RNAi-
based Phase I for chronic hepatitis B in a deal that could be worth around 
$1.5bn. The aim of the pact is to effect a cure for HBV; about 10% of 
people infected go on to suffer a chronic infection and current treatments 
only suppress viral replication rather than elimination meaning the long-
term risk of liver cancer remains.

SAREPTA THERAPEUTICS AND ROCHE FOR THE SRP-9001 
MICRO-DYSTROPHIN GENE THERAPY FOR DUCHENNE 
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
Sarepta and Roche entered into the biggest biopharma licensing 
agreement of its kind at the end of 2019 for SRP-9001, an investigational 
micro-dystrophin gene therapy for DMD. The deal, which is worth up 
to $2.8bn, gave Roche licensing rights to commercialize and launch 
SRP-9001 in all territories outside of the US. The US Food and Drug 
Administration granted fast track designation to SRP-9001 in July 2020.

TAKEDA AND COUR PHARMACEUTICALS FOR TAK-101 FOR 
CELIAC DISEASE
Approximately 1% of the world’s population is affected by celiac disease, 
and 40% of patients still suffer from symptoms despite being on a gluten-
free diet. In an agreement worth $420m in future payments and royalties, 
Takeda acquired the exclusive global development rights for TAK-101, a 
potential first-in-class treatment targeting the aberrant immune response 
in celiac disease, based on promising results from a Phase IIa study.
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