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It might seem counterintuitive, but more novel drugs made their market
debuts last year than in any other year, with 82 released onto the market in
total — way ahead of the previous record of 68 in 2018.

7KH H*HFW RI WKH SDQGHPLF PLIJIKW QRW EH IXOO\ IHOV
the next few. But let’s salute the industry IRU GH4QLWHO\ GHOLYHULQUJ
D KXJH DFKLHYHPHQW LQ GL]JFXOW FLUFXP\
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Company launches 2020 SLSHOLQH
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Gilead Sciences
34]HU
GlaxoSmithKline
Eli Lilly
Merck & Co
Roche
PharmaMar
ViiV Healthcare*
-DSDQ 7REDFFR
Incyte
5HJHQHURQ
6DQR4
AstraZeneca
Johnson & Johnson
%QULVWRO O0\HUV 6TXLEE
Novartis
$EE9LH
Takeda
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Gilead Sciences heads the table by virtue of having the greater NAS
launches/pipeline size ratio. The Californian-headquartered company had a
stellar year, delivering two anticancers, one antiarthritic, and one anti-infective.

7TRS FRPSDQ\ 34]HU joined Gilead in producing four novel NASs,
including the licensed COVID-19 vaccine from BioNTech.

Overall, the Top 10 pharma companies were involved in 19 of the year’s NAS
launches, up from 13 last year, and accounting for roughly the same proportion.
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While 2019 sawonly 4YH QHZ DJHQ WV for infectious disease, this shot up to 24
last year with big contributions from drugs and vaccines against COVID-19
VHYHQ DQG (EROD 4YH (YHQ ZLWKRXW WKHVH ZR)
for anti-infectives, with contributions against HIV, hepatitis C, and a selection of
agents against bacteria bolstering the total.

Cancer is forced to take second place for once with QHZ GUXJV, beating its
own match-winning total of 16 from last year by some distance.

It was a very good year then for both therapeutic areas, which take
58% of the NASs between them.
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The US’s grip has loosened slightly, dropping to Rl QHZ GUXJV debuting
there in 2020 from the 59% seen in the preceding year.

The sun was risingin Asia WKRXJK ZLWK DOPRVW D 4IWK RI DOO
Japan, and China coming in third with VHYHQ KRPHJURZQ GHEXWDQW

Europe only managed a total of 10 across all countries,
seven if you don’t count Russia.

In the Battlestar Galactica of drug launches, it looks like the battle
Is very much USA versus Japan/China.
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