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The Scrip Awards for Best Contract Research 
Organization acknowledge the critical role that 
CROs play in drug development. This Award is for 
those companies who provide specialist services 
to their clients.

Japan’s first CRO, CMIC Group, is now involved in nearly 80% of new 
drug development and filings in its home market. Over the last 25 
years, it has grown to offer the full range of services encompassing 
the entire pharma value chain, including drug development and 
manufacturing, clinical research and operational support, clinical site 
management, and sales and marketing.

Cytel helps its customers to improve decision-making and reduce 
risk across the drug product lifecycle. It increases R&D productivity 
through a combination of clinical trial software solutions, strategic 
consulting, and clinical research services. It has demonstrated its core 
expertise in trial design and planning as well as expertise in helping 
sponsors optimize their programs.

CMIC Group Cytel

Covance has broadened its solutions for customers with a series of 
investments and new offerings. Its acquisition of Chiltern strengthened 
its clinical development offering and added new expertise in medical 
devices, as well as creating leading oncology expertise. Covance also 
opened a new Biopharm CMC unit and formed an Immunology and 
Immunotoxicology group.

This niche CRO specializes in the provision of medical photography 
and mobile research nurses to allow patients to receive some of their 
clinical trial procedures away from the site – usually in their own 
home – increasing recruitment and retention. The past year has seen 
consistent expansion for Illingworth, demonstrating the increasing 
importance of patient-centricity.

Covance Illingworth Research Group

ICON contributed to the development of 14 new drugs in 2017 in areas 
such as leukemia, motor neurone disease, bladder cancer, psoriasis 
and inflammatory bowel disease. And in early 2018, its work led to 
nine new drug approvals. Overall, it was involved in the development 
of 18 of the world’s top 20 best-selling drugs.

PHASTAR is a CRO with a statistical focus: it was started and continues 
to be managed by statisticians. The company is on target to double 
its headcount from 2018 to 2023 and estimates 37% revenue growth 
for the financial year, fuelled by continuing repeat business, as well as 
new customers. 

ICON PHASTAR

Combining the strengths of its parent companies, this year IQVIA 
launched new offerings to further enhance protocol design, site 
selection, patient enrolment and data quality. It has improved 
enrolment rates by 60%, and IQVIA Virtual Trials now allows it to 
recruit patients virtually – removing geographic and logistical barriers. 

Quanticate has become one of the world’s largest CROs focused 
solely on the collection, analysis and reporting of clinical study data. 
As a biometric CRO, its niche clinical services include biostatistics, 
statistical programming, clinical data management, medical writing, 
pharmacovigilance, consultancy and statistical monitoring, and it has 
developed a high level of expertise for biometrics. 

IQVIA Quanticate

PAREXEL expanded its capabilities through collaboration with industry 
leaders and key technology enterprises in 2017, further advancing its 
position as a leading innovator of biopharmaceutical services. It forged 
a first-of-its-kind partnership with Microsoft, resulting in the launch 
of the Perceptive Cloud, and announced a digital health collaboration 
with Sanofi.

T his boutique CRO is focused on small/mid-size drug developers. 
Simbec-Orion’s lean set up gives flexibility to enable complex study 
delivery for modular multi-arm early-phase oncology studies. Its 
experienced teams ensure that it can execute complex adaptive 
oncology studies and keep close communication with clients to allow 
for rapid decision making.

PAREXEL Simbec-Orion

Worldwide Clinical Trials has expanded its capabilities through 
strategic partnerships with Datavant and KinderPharm, as well as 
the acquisition of Continuum Clinical’s Late Stage Research practice. 
It made key investments, such as implementation of the goBalto 
platform to shorten study startup timelines, and the Medidata 
Payments Cloud to shorten payment cycle times.

Tioga Research is a pure-play CRO dedicated to topically-applied, 
small-molecule formulations, in which molecular engineering is 
used to modulate skin barrier function. Tioga replaces the traditional 
consideration of a handful of formulation compositions by a campaign 
in which 100-300 formulations are prepared and skin delivery 
assessed. This is game-changing for formulation innovation.

Worldwide Clinical Trials Tioga Research
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