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to acknowledge excellence in the leadership in 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. 
This is focused on private and small firms.

Edwin Moses led Ablynx through an IPO on NASDAQ in October 
2017. The $230m raised represented the largest biotech IPO in the 
US for 2017. He also successfully defended Ablynx from a hostile 
€2.6bn bid from Novo Nordisk which Ablynx believed fundamentally 
undervalued the company. Ablynx’s board then accepted an offer of 
€3.9bn from Sanofi.

Edwin Moses, CEO of Ablynx
Eduardo Bravo’s leadership was instrumental in establishing TiGenix 
as a leader in allogeneic stem cell therapies with the successful EU 
approval of Alofisel for complex perianal fistulas. This marked the first 
ever allogeneic stem cell therapy to receive centralized approval in 
Europe. The company also strengthened its US operations with key 
senior appointments.

Eduardo Bravo, CEO of TiGenix

As founding CEO of Alnylam, John Maraganore has led the 
company’s more than 15-year journey to translate the Nobel 
Prize-winning science of RNA interference (RNAi) into a clinically-
validated platform, culminating in the potential launch of a new 
class of medicines for patients living with genetic diseases who 
have inadequate or no treatment options. 

John Maraganore, CEO of Alnylam

Alan Hirzel has positioned Abcam to deliver sustainable value whilst 
continuing to innovate in the reagents and tools space. From June 
2017 to May 2018, the company’s share price rose 24%, exceeding the 
increases on the FTSE AIM All Share index and FTSE All Share index. He 
has committed Abcam to a clear strategy for growth.

Alan Hirzel, CEO of Abcam

Entrepreneur Jurgi Camblong’s SOPHiA GENETICS made several major 
announcements this year, including the company’s AI reaching 
a key milestone in helping better diagnose 200,000 patients, and 
the addition of radiomics capabilities. In September 2017 SOPHiA 
GENETICS closed a $30m Series D funding round, led by London-based 
Balderton Capital.

Jurgi Camblong, CEO and founder of SOPHiA GENETICS

Having brought Genmab through crisis years and stabilizing the 
company financially with the launch of Darzalex in 2015, Jan van de 
Winkel has turned his attention to expanding Genmab’s proprietary 
pipeline and strengthening it for a commercial future. With two new 
programs created using the company’s antibody technologies entering 
the clinic, 2017 was Genmab’s fifth year of profitability.

Jan van de Winkel, CEO of Genmab

Antony Loebel has a track record of leading the successful 
development of new treatments for patients with brain disorders, 
and bringing new innovation to R&D. He has undertaken innovative 
research initiatives aimed at improving the standard of care for 
patients with serious psychiatric conditions and neurological disorders. 

Antony Loebel, executive vice president, chief 
medical officer, head of global clinical development 
of Sunovion Pharmaceuticals 

In 2017, Novartis announced Vas Narasimhan as CEO designate, 
following the departure of former CEO Joe Jimenez. Since taking the 
helm, Narasimhan has signaled his intention to further Novartis’s 
commitment to digital health, with the goal of achieving a 
‘productivity revolution’ by transforming Novartis from a traditional 
healthcare company into a medicines and data sciences company.

Vas Narasimhan, CEO of Novartis

InflaRx CEO and co-founder Niels Riedemann has had a successful 
year, leading InflaRx through an IPO in October 2017, resulting in 
gross proceeds of $100m and a follow-on primary and secondary 
offering which raised an additional $117.3m. Riedemann is an 
academic scientist and medical doctor, and has led the company to 
become an industry leader in the complement space.

Niels Riedemann, CEO co-founder of InflaRx

Amy Schulman has propelled Lyndra forward in its vision  to develop 
ultra-long-acting oral medications that will make daily pills a thing 
of the past. Over the past year it has attracted partnerships with 
industry giants like Allergan, and established a global footprint 
through a Chinese joint venture. 

Amy Schulman, CEO and co-founder of Lyndra

In the last year, Carl Firth has led ASLAN to become the first 
Singapore biotech company to be publicly listed, with the completion 
of an IPO on NASDAQ and on the Taipei Exchange, setting the next 
stage for the company’s imminent commercialization of its first drug 
for biliary tract cancer and gastric cancer.

Carl Firth, CEO and founder of ASLAN Pharmaceuticals

Under Raman Singh’s leadership over the past year, Mundipharma 
achieved an unprecedented expansion of its treatment portfolio 
through a combination of strategic licensing deals and new product 
launches. He has driven rapid growth in all metrics, including 
performance, number of medicines, country presence and number 
of personnel. 

Raman Singh, CEO of Mundipharma Singapore 
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